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`What else is woman but a foe to friendship ... a domestic danger.' These words, taken from a

biblical commentary by St John Chrysostom, are frequently quoted in early modern literature,

showing that sexual morality was central to the patriarchal society of sixteenth- and

seventeenth-century England. In this fascinating and original book, Laura Gowing considers what

gender difference meant in the practice of daily life, examining the working of gender relations in

sex, courtship, marriage conflict, and verbal disputes.
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"Gowing has written an important and stimulating book that adds immeasurably to our knowledge of

the place of women in early modern society. It is also a significant contribution to the ongoing

feminist debate about the nature of gender relations in early modern England."--American Historical

Review"Gowing's fine book, Domestic Dangers, offers a carefully crafted and compelling analysis of

the meanings of gender in late-sixteenth- and early-seventeenth-century London."--Journal of

Women's History

Laura Gowing is at University of Hertfordshire.
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